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Introduction – Making the vision plain

		 “Write the vision and make it plain on tablets, that he may run who reads it. For the vision is 			yet for an appointed time; but at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait 		for it; because it will surely come, it will not tarry.” Hab. 2:2-3 
Is there hope for revival in America and in the western world nations in the 21st century or are the days of great revivals over?
Overwhelming spiritual rebellion and boredom abounds in the western world. Pervasive immorality, greed, self-centeredness, and a hostile to Christians mind-set threatens the church and society as we know it.
Those in the earth who have been faithfully longing and interceding for awakening need to be encouraged that they have not tied their hopes to a dead-end dream. Awaking is not only occurring in many places in the earth, there is yet coming a great global revival before Jesus Christ returns.
II.	Seasons of awakening require intentionality 
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		“Write the vision... Make it plain” (Hab. 2:2)
0. Great seasons of awakening are not just a series of inspiring moments in time. They are intentional events in the heart of God that are in response to a people who have postured themselves for it.  
0. Charles Finney who was instrumental during the Second Great Awakening said this: “A revival is no more a miracle than a crop of wheat”.
0. The challenge that is set before us is to recognize our present hour of history and to prepare ourselves and the place we live, for the approaching glory and manifest presence of God.
0. Revivals occurring today in nations will pale in comparison to the final great revival that is yet ahead for the church.
		“Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you. For 			behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and deep darkness the people; But the Lord will 			arise over you, and His glory will be seen upon you.”(Isa. 60:1-2).

1. Two opposite tracks at the end of the age
0. We need to recognize that, not only is a great awakening promised during the end times, but so is great national judgments. A great revival is coming (if we apply 2 Chr.7:14); but also terrible judgments, according God’s word.
0. One reason for this peril is God’s presence has withdrawn to the point that biblical Christianity, spiritual life, moral conscience, evangelism, and church growth has shifted from the western world to non-western nations.
0. In America, some of our leaders are working hard to strip away every vestige of the biblical world-view that has always been traditional America. Conversely, some third-world national leaders are publicly committing their country to Jesus Christ, like what happened recently in one of the African nations. 
1. in the midst of darkness - there’s hope
0. God always seeks to fill His people with hope, and with all joy, and peace in believing, so that His chosen ones may “abound in hope” by the power of the Holy Spirit (Rom. 15:13). The N/T speaks of “Christ in us” being “the hope of Glory” (Col. 1:27). The Gospel is inherently filled with the message and reality of hope.
0. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ has an important role to play in this unfolding drama of the ages, and we must understand what God is doing now so we can partner with him in history (His story).
1. faith is required to receive what god has promised
		
		“Who contrary to hope, in hope believed… And being not weak in faith… He did not waver at 			the promises of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God, and 			being fully persuaded…” (Rom 4:18-21)
0. All of God’s promises must be pursued and possessed by faith. Faith is active, never passive, and requires us to believe the promise before it becomes tangible reality. 
0. During the interim between promise and fulfillment, faith must focus on “the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were” (Rom. 4:17). The challenge that faith always faces is the same as that of Abraham.
0. Faith stretches us because faith relates to “things hoped for” and “things not seen” (Heb. 11:1). “Things hoped for” refer to those things that God has promised in His Word; “Things not seen” refer to both the invisible spiritual realm and to things yet future.
0. Satan constantly challenges believers on both of these issues. Concerning God’s promises, Satan intrudes with the thought, “Has God said…?”. Concerning things promised but yet fulfilled, Satan comes with unbelief and states” “That will not come to pass”.
		“…I work a work in your days, a work which you will by no means believe, though one 				were to declare it to you…”  (Acts 13:41)
1. Getting your spiritual edge back in 2013
0. I want to encourage us to get our spiritual edge back for the new year. It’s easy to become dull of heart, lazy and complacent. I’m asking God to align my heart for 2013. 
0. Awakening coming to Tallahassee will require intentionality. I believe God is asking us to be very intentional so that we can fulfill the call of God on this house of prayer. 
0. You can be faithful to a heavenly calling, or you can allow it to languish through neglect (languish: To become weak or feeble. To droop or fade). I believe there is a corporate responsibility on this house. I want to challenge us to get our edge back 
1. In every awakening there is a divine side and a human side
0. I take the liberty to use John Hyde’s (Praying Hyde) example tonight as a person who understood his place in God’s plan, and carried an edge on him. I pray it will challenge your heart as it has mine.
0. Those gripped by the Holy Spirit around the time of John Hyde and the Welsh revival (1904) covenanted together to establish The Punjab Prayer Union. The principles of this union are stated in the form of questions that were signed by those becoming members
			A.	Are you praying for quickening in your own life, in the life of your fellow 						workers, and in the church?

			B.	Are you longing for greater power of the Holy Spirit in your own life and work, 					and are you convinced that you cannot go on without this power?
			
			C.	Will you pray that you may not be ashamed of Jesus?
		D.	Do you believe that prayer is the greatest means for securing this spiritual 					awakening?
			E.	Will you set apart ½ hour each day to pray for this awakening, and are you willing 				to pray until the awakening comes?
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